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Bob’s diary
It is hard to know where to start this newsletter - so much has happened in the world of
the TVARA since the last one!
In the time honoured phrase, there is good news & bad news, so I will start with one of
the good things that have happened and go on from there.
Firstly, there was a record attendance at the Remembrance Sunday Service. We were, yet
again, blessed with fine weather, which meant that neither did anyone have to get wet,
nor did we all have to get very friendly squeezing inside the Barn! We were privileged to
have four veterans in attendance: Len Ratcliff, Tommy Thomas, Mike Gibbons and Bob
Large, who made his TVARA “debut”. We hope very much to see all of them in the Summer
as well. Having veterans able to attend
events is extremely important to all of us.
Pictures of the day are on the next page.
The autumn has been a 3 month whirlwind for
me, and I have been clocking up the air miles
attending events.
October brought the ceremony at St Clement
Danes, which we mentioned in the last newsletter. Many TVARA members were able to
attend this wonderful ceremony marking,
finally, the contribution made by the Special
Duties Squadrons. In the words of Mark Seaman, who gave the address at the ceremony,
this “is a permanent memorial to some of the
best and bravest aircrew of the Second World
War and whose endeavours were in support
of some of the noblest aspirations – let us not
forget their squadron crests and mottos –
‘For Freedom’ and ‘Liberate’. What finer
aspirations can there be?”

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
On the evening before the Remembrance Sunday Service,
Edwin received a Tempsford Surprise! Ken Merrick, the
author of “Flights of the Forgotten” had sent a signed
“plate” to be inserted into Edwin’s copy of the book, along
with a letter to Edwin.
Mike Gibbons also presented Edwin with a folder containing all the records relating to his uncle, F/O Alex Bryce,
who was killed on 7 May 1944. Operation Payback!

Cadets from 2500 Squadron ATC
formed the guard of honour once again.
They are a credit to their unit.
Rev Margaret Marshall conducted the
service.

We were privileged to have four veterans
at the service.
L-R
Mike Gibbons, Len Ratcliff,
Tommy Thomas, Bob Large

3 December - Report on a new Tempsford Memorial

W/Cdr Len Ratcliff, with French agent Bob
Maloubier, and Noreen Riols.

Some of the members of the TVARA were delighted to be able to
join the people of Tempsford to witness the unveiling of the
Tempsford Memorial by HRH The Prince of Wales. The Memorial
(which came into being following a village initiative and which
was designed by Tazi Husain) bears, on the top, the names of
women agents who went into the Occupied Countries to carry out
a range of highly dangerous tasks including those of Wireless
Operators and Couriers. The base of the Memorial carries the
crests of the two Tempsford Special Duties Squadrons who were
responsible for ensuring that many of these women reached their
destinations safely.
The Memorial is a great tribute to both the women and the men
who flew them.

Following a short service in the
church, led by Rev Margaret
Marshall, His Royal Highness was
greeted by an honour guard
formed by members of 2500 ATC
Squadron (St Neots). HRH then
proceeded to the Memorial and,
after unveiling it, inserted the
final piece of the mosaic which
depicts a dove, the full moon, and the inscription
“By the full moon we flew”.

Two of our veterans, along with relatives of some of the agents
and other specially selected guests then joined HRH for a drink
in the “Wheatsheaf”.

Edwin with W/Cdr & Mrs Ratcliff &
Noreen Riols.

The Squadron Crests at the base of the Memorial.

Behind the Memorial an information board (right) gives a brief history
of RAF Tempsford and 138 & 161 Special Duties Squadrons.

The fourth “event” of the autumn was actually, chronologically, the first.
In September, a ceremony was held in Harmondsworth, South London, to celebrate the
early work of Barnes Wallis, creator of the “bouncing bomb” used in the Dambusters Raids
on the Möhne and Eder dams. The early tests on the bomb were undertaken at the Road
Research Laboratories in Harmondsworth.
Following the unveiling of the monument to Barnes Wallis, which is topped by a blue plaque
(below), a special presentation was made by Wg Cdr Ed Partridge OBE AE DL, Representative Deputy Lieutenant for the London Borough of Hillingdon to Tommy Thomas, a local
resident, and a Tempsford Veteran well known to most of us.

Tommy was officially presented with his
Bomber Command clasp in recognition of
his bravery and service. Bob & Edwin were
invited to the ceremony as representatives of the TVARA (thank you, Armelle),
and were delighted to witness this presentation to Tommy who, in addition to his
work on mail pick ups for 161 Squadron,
had spent a period as a rear gunner when
the Squadron was used for bombing operations.

Tommy with Dr Mary Stopes Rowe, Barnes Wallis’ daughter, and Jonathan Stopes Rowe,
(grandson), pictured behind the plinth bearing
the blue plaque. Apologies that we have no
picture of the actual presentation of the Bomber Command Clasp - we were both seated behind the “action” and could only get pictures of
the back of Tommy’s head!
B&E

Picture courtesy of Tangmere Museum

Continuing, briefly, the good news: we have gained several new members in the last few
months. It is to be hoped that at least some of them will be able to attend the Summer
Gathering and discover the pleasure of meeting other Tempsford “family” members.

Sadly, in the last few months, we have lost three of our
veterans, and one long standing member of the TVARA.
Noel Gomersall (161 Squadron). You can get a flavour of
Noel’s Aussie straight talking and sense of humour from the
2009 Summer Newsletter here. His son, Ross, hopes to
attend the Summer Gathering this year.
Jack Galbraith (161 Squadron) was a Canadian contributor
to the last 2 newsletters - in the Summer 2013 edition he is
pictured wearing his “Runways to Freedom” pin. Jack actually coined the slogan, which has been taken up enthusiastically by many members. Bob had regular conversations with
Jack, and learned a lot from him about the feelings of
“colonial” servicemen far from home.
Our oldest veteran, Norman Riches, was with us last summer,
sharing a joke about soft landings with Mike Gibbons. His
health failed quickly, and he died at Christmas.
Tom Croad, the brother of George Croad (who was KIA on
138 Squadron) was one of the earliest members of the
TVARA (in its former incarnation as the Friends of Tempsford). Edwin was able to attend his funeral on 15 January
and to pass on the condolences of the TVARA to his widow,
Kath.
They will all be much missed.

In the way of such things, the circle of life continues turning.
We were contacted just after Christmas by Andrew Wooster,
whose grandfather, Clarence Bowker, served at Tempsford,
and who died on Christmas Day.

AN ANNIVERSARY
On December 11, it was 70 years ago that an RAF plane carrying, among others, SOE’s chief agent in
Denmark, Flemming Muus, was shot down over Bonderup and St. Merløse. Muus was on his way to Denmark
to help prepare the resistance movement in view of the expected allied invasion. He was saved by some
brave people in the Tølløse area.
ST. MERLØSE
The night before December 11 1943, a Halifax plane from the British Royal Air Force was flying over
Denmark. On board were 12 boxes of explosives and hand weapons meant for the Danish resistance
movement. The cargo was to be dropped east of Tissø lake. On board was also Flemming B. Muus. He was
a Dane, but also a major in the British army and SOE’s chief agent in Denmark. He had been in England
during the fall and beginning of winter ’43, where he had been involved in the plans for bringing the
Danish resistance movement into shape so that it might be of help during the expected Allied invasion.
The British crew was told that they would be taking Muus with them to Denmark only a very short time
before the Halifax took off from the Tempsford base in England. Flemming B. Muus was supposed to
parachute down near the hill of Gyldenløves Høj between Kirke Hvalsø and Jystrup.
Spotted by a German fighter plane
Shortly before 2 am, the RAF plane was spotted by a German night fighter which started shooting. The
right wing of the Halifax was ripped up by machine gun fire, one of the engines caught fire, and the other
engine cut out. The crew, and probably especially captain Peter Barter, fought to put the plane more or
less safely on the ground. It landed in a frozen field near the farm of Bonderupgård in the vicinity of St.
Merløse. It was lucky the furrows were ploughed in the right direction, the crew later said. The plane
came to a halt shortly before a marl pit. The crew managed to escape from the burning Halifax and
separated into two groups. One group went northwest towards Tuse, the other northeast towards Roskilde.
The group fleeing to the northwest received help from brave locals and was rescued by being sent to
Sweden, while the group fleeing to the east was denounced and ended up as German war prisoners.
Bicycling in Sorø
Flemming B. Muus was not in any of the groups. After the crash, he fled towards Bonderupgård but was
frightened by a barking dog. He ran over the frozen moor towards Vanløse Huse and was taken in and
hidden by Frederik Jensen who had seen the air combat together with his wife. Muus spent the night in
the hay loft. He bought Frederik Jensen’s son’s bicycle, biked to Sorø, caught the train to Copenhagen
and was saved. On Wednesday December 11 it was, therefore, 70 years ago that the Halifax plane was
shot down and landed in the field near Bonderup. At this occasion, two Englishmen and a group of Danes
met in the narrow road of Bonderup Allé. The Englishmen were Nigel Atkins and his son, Jean Marc. Nigel
Atkins’ father - and thus Jean Marc’s grandfather - Brian Atkins, was one of the members of the Halifax’
crew. He was the plane’s 2nd pilot. The other people present in Bonderup Allé were relatives of those
who participated in helping the British crew in 1943, representatives of Holbæk Museum, and Jan
Christensen from Næstved who is writing a book about another downing of an RAF plane on Sjælland, at
Allindemagle in August 1944. To the rendezvous in Bonderup Allé they had brought photos and maps to
find the exact spot where Brian Atkins and the rest of the crew crash-landed.
Photos for the museum
After the meeting in Bonderup, the party continued to Holbæk Museum, all the while discussing what
happened in those December days. Nigel Atkins presented several objects to Holbæk Museum and had the
opportunity to discover the museum’s collection of memorabilia from the Occupation, among which one
tyre from the Halifax plane from the field near Bonderup. The museum was given photos of Brian Atkins
and of Ralph Briggs, Bill Howell, Sydney Smith, Joe Fry, Peter Barter and Nick Anderson, who were on
board the aircraft.

By Jørgen Juul - NORDVESTNYT newspaper
Article contributed by Nigel Atkins

The TVARA - growing & growing!

Bob writes:
On 5 July, in 1944, Hudson FK790 and its crew left RAF Tempsford on a mission to drop 4
Dutch agents into occupied Holland. They did not return. The pilot was my uncle, Flt/Lt
John Menzies DFC. The crew were Denis Withers, Eric Eliot and Ken Bunney. The Dutch
agents were Jan Bockma, Pleun Verhoef, Peter Kwint & Johannes Walter. The aircraft was
shot down by a German night fighter off the Dutch coast and all on board FK790 were
killed. The bodies of the agents and three of the crew members were found close to the
date of the crash, but my uncle was listed as missing.
He was missing until 5 July 1997 when some Dutch fishermen caught their nets on the
wreckage of the aircraft. A salvage operation ensued, because explosives were discovered,
and the aircraft was raised from the sea bed. It was confirmed that the remains of Flt/Lt
Menzies were still in the cockpit. He was buried with full military honours, alongside his
crew, in October 1998, in Makkum, Holland.
Had it not been for my search to find out what had happened to him, beginning in 1985
when my mother died, and I inherited his medals, the TVARA would not exist. That the
TVARA has grown & grown is something I could not possibly have imagined when we stood
in a cold and very windy Dutch churchyard laying my uncle to rest. We, the relatives of
that crew, formed a bond then which has led to this – a tribute to what is good in people
out of a situation which was born of evil.

If anyone would like to know more about the story of FK790, Bob’s book about it has just
been reissued in print & digital formats. Full details of where to obtain it are on the
website - http://www.161squadron.org/linksnewv2.htm

The Tempsford Veterans and Relatives Association
We help the old to remember,
and the young to understand.

138 & 161 Special Duties Squadrons
Special then
Special now
Special always
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