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Bob’s diary.
Some of you may have heard the sad news the Lady Erroll died, suddenly, in January. The TVARA
sent messages of condolence to her family, and I had the honour, on Wednesday, of attending her
memorial service in the Guards Chapel, as a representative of the TVARA, along with Yvette Pitt,
Ian Titman and Mark Seaman.
The service was excellent, and was very well attended; I estimate that there were between 800
and 1000 people there. By about 30 minutes before the service started, it was standing room only.
The choir was splendid, there was an excellent eulogy, and an address by the Bishop of Bedford.
All in all, it was a wonderful service, and I’m delighted that I was able to attend.

Anyone wishing to read Lady Erroll’s obituary
can do so here.

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
The Remembrance Sunday Service was well attended, as usual, and we were fortunate with
the weather, though it was VERY cold! As always, many thanks to Rev Graham Buckle for
taking the service, to our bugler, Dean Rayner, and to the cadets from 2500 ATC Squadron (St
Neots).

It is very heartening to see
the participation of young
people in the service; the age
range in attendance is enormous - from those in their
90s to the two wreath layers
pictured. Many thanks to
their family for encouraging
them to take part in this way.

A DIP INTO THE ARCHIVES
Lysander operations.
There are several pages of instructions for the Operator (the organiser on the ground); a few
paragraphs are reproduced here to give a flavour!
51a The Operator will take the luggage from the incoming passenger, counting the packages,
checking them with the number chalked on the fuselage by the ladder and/or with the incoming
passenger. He will then hand him the luggage of the outgoing passenger to be stowed. The
passengers will then change places.
If there was no incoming passenger, life got a bit more complicated for the Operator.....
51c Where there is no incoming passenger the Operator must first open the cockpit roof. If he
has an outgoing passenger familiar with the aircraft he will then emplane him. This passenger
will unload and load the a/c before other passengers emplane. If he has no such passenger, the
Operator, even though he is not an Operator-passenger, will himself emplane and do this work
before emplaning his passengers.
For two or three passengers, size, language skill and potential for travel sickness all needed to
be considered.....
52a If there are two outgoing passengers,the one who speaks English best will emplane first
(except as in Para. 50c) as the helmet is on the far side of the a/c.
b. If there are three passengers, the largest or the one most subject to air sickness will emplane
first and sit on the floor, and the one who speaks English best of the remainder will emplane
second.
c. A small, slight passenger may sit on the platform facing the usual seat, in which case, he
emplanes last.
(What happened if the passenger with the best English was also the one prone to air sickness is
not known!)
53. In a Double Operation the Operator will load his most important passengers and all courrier
in the first a/c. He should emplane three passengers, even though this only leaves one for the
second a/c: it may be unlucky.
54. The Operator, if not a passenger, will ensure beforehand that one of his passengers is
familiar with the following routine:

a. As soon as the a/c is fully loaded this passenger will close the cockpit roof and shout O.K. As
loudly as possible.
(Note: the roof must be properly closed:it cannot be closed in the air, and if it is left open the
a/c loses considerable speed and baggage may be blown out. The passengers may also freeze.)
b. He will then put on the flying helmet, but will not speak until the pilot calls him to test the
intercom. The test should be as brief as possible. The microphone must always be switched OFF
when the passenger is not speaking.
c. The passenger may then take off the helmet, put on the “Mae West” and parachute harness
(if possible) and replace the helmet.
In cases of emergency, things got more complicated still, and the more passengers, the worse it
became!
57a. If it is necessary to bale out the pilot will tell the passenger who will then attach his
parachute. The pilot will probably turn the aircraft upside down so that the passenger can fall
out comfortably. If the pilot does not, it is best to climb down to the bottom of the ladder before
letting go: this avoids the risk of being caught on the tail.
b. If there are 2 passengers, the one nearest the ladder will climb out first. When he is clear the
remaining passenger will inform the pilot.
c. If there are 3 passengers there will have been no room to put on the harness and the pilot will
try to force-land in all circumstances.
I think these few paragraphs give some idea of the difficulties faced by those engaged in these
operations, particularly bearing in mind the need to “turn around” the aircraft at speed, in order
to avoid detection.
Hugh Verity, who wrote the “manual” for pick up pilots, commented thus:
Pick-up operations have long been outstanding for the good will which exists between pilots and
agents, founded during the agents’ Lysander training and continued before and after pick-ups.
This is most important and all pilots should realise what a tough job the agents take on and try
to get to know them and give them confidence in pick-up operations. This is not easy if you don’t
speak French and the agent doesn’t speak English, but don’t be shy and do your best to get to
know your trainees and passengers and to let them get to know you. Finally, remember that
Lysander and Hudson operations are perfectly normal form of war transport and don’t let anyone
think that they are a sort of trick-cycling spectacle, for this conception has tended in the past
to cut down the number of operations attempted.

We know that the work carried out by the Tempsford Squadrons was highly secret and, officially,
never discussed, but what about the airfield itself?
RAF Tempsford has been described as “Churchill’s most secret airfield”, but was it? In a letter
sent to the C/O of 161 Squadron from the C/O of “A” Flight (Lysanders) the level of secrecy was
brought into question.

From:- Officer Commanding, “A” Flight, No.161 Squadron
To:- Officer Commanding, 161 Squadron, R.A.F. Tempsford
Date:-22nd, July, 1942
Subject

-

SECURITY

Sir,
I have the honour to report the following conversation which took place in a railway carriage
while the train was passing Tempsford Aerodrome:Small boy to mother: “Oh, look Mummy. There’s a torpedo on that black Lysander”.
Young man: “Thats not a torpedo. That is a long range petrol tank. I wonder what
they use them for”.
In view of this conversation, and the possibility of an enemy agent being a
passenger in one of the 300 trains which pass each day, I thought it advisable to
bring this to your attention.
Former TVARA member, Les Quince (now deceased) grew up in Tempsford, and his memories of
the airfield corroborate the above - rather more was “known” locally about RAF Tempsford than
those in authority imagined (or hoped).
The Lysanders with their extra fuel tank and ladder on the side were very puzzling and it was a
long, long time before we got to know they were actually landing in France etc. As for the
Hudsons, we thought they were for carrying VIPs about the country. Come to think of it, they
were doing so and further afield; a far more dangerous and important job than we had visualized.
From local gossip, we gathered agents and supplies were being parachuted into occupied
territories. Later we witnessed, on many occasions, large canisters being loaded into the bomb
bays from our vantage point near Woodbury Lodge or Everton road signal box when the right
person was on his shift.

Recently, we were fortunate enough to be sent a copy of a journal kept by one of the Polish
contingent stationed at Tempsford. The handwriting is beautiful, so we thought it would be good
to show you a sample, together with a translation made by a young friend of ours here in Crete.

Flight history of the "Halifax" crew W for William
Part 1
I am writing this chronicle at the moment when they were “dealt their cards”; for duty to "God
and their Homeland"; in duty for the Country - put everything that they could to dredge the most
upstanding , from its precious young, hot hearts, full of love for Poland, she that never dies!...
Date 29.11.1942
Our crew composition was ten people,(seven of ours were making the crew), in order:
Second in charge; lieutenant observer Wodzicki M.,
1st pilot senior sergeant Sobkowiak F.,
2nd pilot warrant officer Zareba F,
Radio operator lieutenant Pantkowski
Mechanic sergeant Kozlowski Cz.,
Despatcher senior sergeant Madejski T.,
Gunner sergeant Zuk W.,
- departed at 17.30 from Tempsford Airport towards Poland - it failed to return. The next day two
flags were at half mast , English and Polish. As a sign of bereavement giving tribute to those had
died, "in their memory"!.....
This crew included seniority and experience in not only one flight over Berlin, Hamburg or Brema,
(they were) airmen which had completed their thirty operation flights over Germany - in a short
time they could organise themselves together with the "138" squadron, as an independent and not
a numerous flight unit working together with the underground movement in Poland, which were
throwing out parachute jumpers with special operation skills and equipped to fight Germans.
I will mention that the first flight of this type was made by crew captain Krol dated 7th November
1941 by dropping a few parachute jumpers around Torun (Polish City) but due to a defect of the
undercarriage hydraulic installation, landed under wires with high voltage in unknown territory stayed in Sweden.

Halifax “W” for William crashed on 30 October 1942. The crew are buried in Egersund, Norway.
The diary was clearly written after this event, probably by one of the remaining 3 PAF members
who joined 138 Sqn. at the same time, and who had access to the details of the crew.

138 & 161 Special Duties Squadrons
Special then
Special now
Special always
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